Acute pancreatitis in a patient treated for alcoholic hepatitis. The hypothesis of supranormal ecbolic stimulation of the pancreon.
A 33-yr-old white woman treated for alcoholic hepatitis developed acute pancreatitis during her hospital stay. At autopsy, two major pathological processes were found: alcoholic cirrhosis and chronic pancreatitis. In both, there was evidence of an acute episode, i.e., acute alcoholic hepatitis and acute hemorrhagic pancreatitis superimposed on the chronic alcoholic lesions. The sequence of events would indicate that the acute pancreatic pathology was precipitated by supranormal ecbolic stimulation of the acinar segment of the "pancreon" units, triggered as a result of a high protein and fat diet.